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Ihe Bergomo 40, housed in an attroctive cobinet, shown right, provides no clue os to s
unction. & remole confrolled molorized lift mechonism ralses or lowers the watch winders
module, shown left, for viewing ond loading.
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Abraham Louwis Perreler is credited with inventing the first automatic
watch in 1770, ]‘l'-'m'l.L'!'t'n.I by @ ‘-'-'Il'hil:l'l._l,: mechanism thar .|||1k-1.||:.‘-L[ iri both
directions via a rotor. Perrelet’s concepr was improved upon by Abraham-
Louts Breguer in 1780, a L|n."'.1'i-.1]~111rnl Breguer called the "Perpetuelle”
watch.

Since pocket warches were carried in one’s vest, coat or pants, they
WETS Mo "-II]"II.'I.E\,'l.I: Lid -I.'lll-'l.l'._'t! IMENL LN EO Ctivare o ~...L-||-'.'.p|h|||1!: syrsiceim
and theretore automaric warches were not in general use. When the wrist
warch was des cloped, worn on one of most active parts of the body,
watchmakers began to once again explore the possibilities of the automat-
ic watch.

Parisian warchmaker Leon Leroy designed an automaric wristwatch
n Y22, bur the timepiece was produced in very limited numbers. The

tirst wristwarch with Aufomate w IIL»'IH: to be built in siemificant numbers
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was developed by the English watchmaker, John
Harwoud.

Today, most of the major manufacturers offer auro-
matic watches, They are marvelous machines, but they
also have ome major  drawback. If the watch's  owner
L‘l'.".""'!'llr WEar I fora I"I.'rll.ll.i of Tine,t E'h_' 'I.'I.':Ill_l'] Tunns »..ll,l'l.'.'f'.
i stops, The nexe time the watch is worn, it has to be
reset. This is an inconvenience, especially if a timepicce
i equipped with a perperunl calendar feature thar
reduines elabormre reseTiing.

In 1995, Charles Agnoff retired from the Interoll
Corporation, a company he founded in 1968 thar man-
ufactured conveyor mollers and associated COMMPSITHENTS.
To commemorate his retirement, Apnoff’s wife gave him
a watch.

“Evelyn,” he said, "bought me a2 gold Rolex President
| hated it. If | didn't wear it for a few days, it stopped.”

When Evelyn Agnoff suggested that perhaps she
shiould have bought her hisband a quartz watch, the jew-
eler that sold her the warch explained, “Nobody buys «
quartz Roles, I has o be an automatic.™

At some point Apnoft became aware of o possible
solution to his timekeeping problem. “1 leamed,” he
explained, “rhar there was a gadeer around thar would
wind an automaric watch. 1 saw one, it was about bremd
ko sized, and would wind three watches”

The “eadeet™ that Apnott described was an Ialion
made warch winder, a device that holds a warch (or
watches) and moves it in a circular pattern thar activates
the self-winding mechanism

Intrigued. Agnoft expressed interest, only 1o find
thar they were extremely expensive. When told rhar the
price for this warch winder was 53,000, Amoff was
taken aback. “It seemed too much for a box thar slowly
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rotabes watches.” Ar thar point, ."'mm rIII du.. ||,J-
ed he would build his own winder.

Drawing on his background — Agmoff
graduated from collepe with a B.S. in mechan-
Agnolf built a prototype.
“It was a drive I'd alrendy created ar Interall

ical engineering

for use in a conveyor roller — only miniatur-
izing "

His first attempt worked, but it had
several problems. “le worked fine mechanical-
ly," he says, “but a conveyor environment is
not exactly a low noise environment, and thae
gearbox wasn't designed for low noise. There
wis a lot of metal roteling around.”

Agnott pur his winder on the table next
to hizs bed because he wanted to see if his
watch was still nmning in the moming, bur
his wife complained that the box was keeping
her awake.

He went back to the drawing board and
ntrer '|-'|-.|'1'iil|'l:|l out the |-.'Lr'||nch, Aemoll had 100

winders produced. He then put an advertisement in The
Haobb Report. Since he and his wife were scheduled
leave on a cruise, Agnoff left his daughter, Karen, in
charge. Several days into the cruise, Agnoff got a phone
call. "Karen said, 'Come home, all of the winders have
been sold,™ he said, lauehine.

=atishied there was o moarket, Aenoff -.l|1|'|:1-.'|,| Oxlbinn
in 197, The firm's headquarters and manufacruring
bacility are located in Wilmingron, North Caroling
Cyrbira builds winders in a wide range of styles and mod
els that can accommodare from one to forty watches.
Mosr of the winders are fully programmable and operate
i AL or hatreries

Agnoff s usually involved in designing new boxes,
but he gers most of his ideas from consumer feedback.
This usually occurs ar cither trade shows or through
I.]ITL'I.‘ LRy |||.|.!|.|t I_'|| I'"| il I_'l.:'ﬁrl.l'l]'"_‘]'

=uch is the case with Orbita Bergamo 24, a winder
thar houses and winds 24 watches, “We were in a show
in Switzerland,” Agnoft said, "and o Swiss guy came over
and said, ' have 700 Rolex warches' — he had one of
every Rolex ever made. "Can't vou make a winder for a
lot of watches? he said, 1 can't buy winders in threes
and fours,"

A ok ended up contacting a company Ih.-ll_ |||;|L;1_-.
grandfarher clocks and curio cabinets which were about
the right size for a mulrihead winder. They put him in
rich with an ltalion cabinet firm and the Bergamo 24
wis 2 realiny

Today, Orbita's flagship model is the Bergamo 40, a
winder for winding forty warches independetly thar
mawle its debut at Basel 2004, Housed in an atracrive
cabinet, the piece of furniture provides no clue as o its
funceion. A remote controlled motorized lift mechanism
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raises or lowers the watch winder module for viewing
and loading, The Berramo 40 15 available in Madronn
Burl, Mahogany Parquet or Brazilian Biosewood

Cirhita has also commissioned several artists to cre-
are the Artisan Warch Winder series, Peoduced in limir
ed editlons of 100, cach plece s
-!.'II.I”'- ||||||I!'I.'=I|i .|!|-\.I -Iﬂllt-\.l I".
the artist. Srephen Schlanser’
desten utilizes his S mliry, unusu
il art glass. Mark Rehmar’s box is
constructed from highly  figured
ol |?|l‘| WiIH l-\.I i |l||||'||'.|.'|i !.'-'-rll Favrd® I'|||I
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pany hos been producing watch
winders, Ovrbita has  established
itselt as one of the most recognized
namves o this S ized area, With
a second factory opened in Eurn e
in 2000, Orhita winders are now
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the world, I you would like more

information, Cxhita con  be
renched at  S00-B00-4436  or
trfo ot a. met

Collerinrs will find the BIRGAND wuidrvisder 1o be the parfec wleton be boh dhapleyiog s “roenivey” el wetdh efertion.
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