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0 'g.'n:'llllk-'l.' got a tew (or

more ) automatic watches;
you're even in the habit
of traveling with more than one.
Single warch rotartors can be con-
venient for use on the road, but
often they run on alkaline barter-
ies, which, like the ones in quartz
watches, have a rendency to die
at the most inconvenient rimes.
It's a hard irony to accept if your
love of mechanical warches is at
least partially predicared on their
convenience.

Now Orbita, a longtime mak-
er of high-quality watch rotators,
has developed its own proprietary
lithium battery for use in its Spar-
ta line of warch winders.
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Power
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Orbita's new lithium batteries, which have the shape of standard D batteries,
will keep winders rotating for at least five years—on a single charge

BY JONATHAN BUES
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According to Chuck Agnoft,
the firm’s founder, Orhita had been
monitoring developments in lithi-
um-battery technology over the past
few years. The tield has been a focus
in consumer products of late, due
Imn ].ITL':l' part to rlir I""II.\EI for ]‘FI..".'ILC-'
throughs in battery life in laptop
computers, as well as the need for
more powertul batteries for hybrid
automohiles, In the end, Aemoff de-
cided E\.!l]t”‘\.'l‘ll'l!" Orbita's ]":I[TL'T'g.' in-
ternally because he wanred it to fit
preexisting battery holder tooling.

The new lithium barteries
provide the highest power in-
tensity of any battery made any-
where, with an output of 3.6 volts,
240 percent of a standard alkaline

Orbita lithium batteri
cell alkaline battenes

battery. The higher voltage means
longer battery life. The firm backs
up [|:'IL" L'l.il['l'l. 1|'A.'|1]'I. i | tll” five-year
muarantec on 5[L|ﬂ;l |.|[|:'I'|Hfl'| ]'.|1'
teries. What's most surprising to
those unfamiliar with the cutting-
edge technology is that these lith-
LTI ]‘:I“L‘TI{‘.‘\ .Il'L"['I.i Tk'{'l"]:lrj_:L'.il"]L'
at 11“. [II..I.l'QiHI: [l]l..'ttl some of [|:'IL'
most sophisticated “disposable”
batteries on the marker.

Orbita promises they will
provide at least five years of truly
lII]I['Ili:rTll]‘lL‘\.l \L‘f‘r"il..'l;.'. ".'t'i.Ell o
HL"."L:I for L':\IL'[['IH] WIres or PLWET
supply. Depending on the num-
ber of winding “heads” a rotaror
has, it will use either two or four

of IIlL‘ new i".ll[L‘TI{"\.

DECEMEER 200BINTERMNATIONAL WATCH



Beta testing

A ] i %1
A longstanding policy of Orbita is
its bera testing program, through

hich the firm discounts a limit
| I I:":i':l Or ver-t 15-. | 1l !'.-.li.-.'-..:
products to volunteer product
testers, who In turn promise to
srovide useful feedback 1o Orbir

According Apnoft, the pro
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Orbita single watch winders
from the Sparta collection
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No Orbita line is sold for
retail price until beta testing
Is complete
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watch collectors]. [t works so well modules, Orbita is updating the  would almost certainly precluds
Ppecause the participants are real entire sparta nne of wat h roa an electncal | lug
¥ It ! i |} " " . H 1 rk A s w1 - TR [ . " i
watch collectors who often have tors, .,-._|||.\!. .1'x|||.‘.: s models tha Another oprion or secuntty
elve warches or more. Some can wind up to six watches at  minded collectors, the Wallsate
collectors start testing the minute  once. The line's Insafe models  is a warch winder and safe in one,
they receive the product in the make use of the new batteries in  specifically designed to be mount

mail. A few hours later, they're an unexpected way. Totally wire-  ed into a wall. It, too, has Orbita's
:

'"-"|-||:|' Zl.'l'.”".:-u'lr. |:"-. flll.' end of |I'\" and port 'i'..-'_ '!'.l"*: m Ilf! new |I||"'i:'i'l b ICLEries, 50 No exter
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mation on around 500 brands.” lectors who keep their warches The Sparta line is priced from
In addition to single-unit inside of safes, the use of which PLYD 24,905
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